
 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON TAX POLICY 

 
Room 519 House Office Building               Wednesday 10:30 a.m.            April 25, 2012 
 
Representative Jud Gilbert, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
Representative Gilbert requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed 
committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Gilbert, Walsh, Horn, Farrington, Foster, Lyons, Nesbitt, 
O'Brien, Olson, Ouimet, Constan, Barnett, Kandrevas, Townsend, Cavanagh and Hobbs.  

 Absent/Excused: Representative Meadows. 
 

Representative Walsh moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on April 18, 2012. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Constan moved to excuse the absent member. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5457 before the committee. 
 
HB 5457 Heise Property tax; exemptions; real and personal property of veterans 

organizations; exempt. 
 
Representative Heise explained his bill to committee members. 
 
The following testified on HB 5457. 
 
Doug Williams, representing the Commanders Group (American Legion) (support) 
Robert D Weiss, representing the Veterans of Foreign War (VFW) (support) 
Lino B Pretto, representing the Military Order of Purple Heart (support) 
Summer Minnick, representing the Michigan Municipal League (oppose) 
 
The following submitted testimony cards on HB 5457 but did not wish to speak. 
 
Bill Anderson, representing the Michigan Townships Association (oppose) 
Mickey Knight, representing the Michigan Assessor's Association (oppose) 
Paul Connors, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury (oppose) 
 
The Chair laid HB 5154 before the committee. 
 



HB 5154 Walsh Probate; trusts; uniform principal and income act; modify. 
 
Representative Walsh explained his bill to the committee members. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Mark Harder, representing the Probate & Estate Planning Section (State Bar of MI), testified in 
support of HB 5154. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Howard Ryan, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury, testified indicating a neutral 
position on HB 5154. 
 
The following submitted testimony cards indicating support for HB 5154 but did not wish to 
speak. 
 
David Worthams, representing the Michigan Bankers Association 
John Llewellyn, representing the Michigan Bankers Association  
 
The Chair laid HB 5237 before the committee. 
 
HB 5237 Ouimet Probate; wills and estates; administration and distribution of estates 

of decedents who die after December 31, 2009 and before January 
1, 2011; modify. 

 
Representative Ouimet explained his bill to committee members. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Thomas Sweeney, representing the Probate & Estate Planning Section (State Bar of MI), testified 
in support of HB 5237. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Howard Ryan, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury, testified indicating a neutral 
position on HB 5237. 
 
John Llewellyn, representing the Michigan Bankers Association, submitted a testimony card 
indicating support for HB 5237 but did not wish to speak. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair, Representative Gilbert, 
adjourned the meeting, the time being 11:25 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Jud Gilbert, Chair                           David C. Mead 

Committee Clerk 
April 25, 2012 

________________________________               55 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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