
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
REGULATORY REFORM 

 
Wednesday, February 16, 2011               10:30 a.m.                  Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Regulatory Reform was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Crawford, Yonker, Opsommer, Daley, McMillin, Stamas, Shirkey, Franz, 
McBroom, Rendon, Melton, Haugh, Slavens, Byrum, Womack. 
 
Representative Shirkey moved to approve the minutes of the February 16, 2011 meeting.  There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 20 before the committee:  
 
SB 20 Jones Labor; health and safety; promulgation of rules regarding 

workplace ergonomics; prohibit. 
 
Jason Wadaga, legislative aid for Senator Rick Jones, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Representative Jacobsen testified in support of the bill. 
 
John Rupp, Jr., representing the UAW, testified in opposition to the bill. He also submitted 
written testimony. 
 
Brian Fredline, Deedre Williams, Alicia Washington-Jackson, and Anita Dawson, representing 
the UAW, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
Caroline Ross, representing UAW Local 6000, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
The following individuals submitted cards in support of the bill but did not wish to speak: 
 
Charles Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business  
Dyck Van Koevering, representing the Insurance Institute of Michigan 
Andy Deloney, representing the Michigan Restaurant Association 
Brian Kandler, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber of Commerce 
Chris Fisher, representing the Associated Builders & Contractors of Michigan 
David Jessup, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan 
Linda Gobler, representing the Michigan Grocers Association 
Liz Smalley, representing the Michigan Funeral Directors Association 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce 
Delaney Newberry, representing the Michigan Manufacturers Association 
 
The following individuals submitted cards in opposition to the bill: 
 
Michael Welch, representing the UAW 



Kim Teachout, representing the UAW 
Greg Powell, representing the Teamster Rail Conference 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the following amendment to SB 20: 
 
 1. Amend page 2, following line 3, by inserting: 
 "(3) A DEPARTMENT, BOARD, OR COMMISSION AUTHORIZED TO  
PROMULGATE RULES UNDER THIS ACT SHALL MAINTAIN A VOLUNTARY 
COMPLIANCE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM FOR EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES 
REGARDING WORKPLACE ERGONOMIC HAZARDS. THE ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
SHALL WIDELY DISSEMINATE THE MOST CURRENT SCIENTIFIC AND ECONOMIC 
INFORMATION AVAILABLE REGARDING WORKPLACE ERGONOMICS, INCLUDING 
INJURY AND ILLNESS DATA, THE COSTS AND BENEFITS OF ERGONOMICS 
PROGRAMS, EVALUATION TOOLS, BEST PRACTICES, AND FEASIBLE VOLUNTARY 
MEASURES THAT EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES MAY USE TO REDUCE ILLNESS 
AND INJURY CAUSED BY WORKPLACE ERGONOMIC HAZARDS. THE 
DEPARTMENT, BOARD, OR COMMISSION MAY ALSO GATHER INFORMATION AND 
SET FORTH INDUSTRY SPECIFIC ERGONOMIC GUIDELINES. " and renumbering the 
remaining subsection. 
 
The motion failed 5-10-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Melton, Haugh, Slavens, Byrum, Womack. 
 Nays: Reps. Crawford, Yonker, Opsommer, Daley, McMillin, Stamas, Shirkey, Franz, 
McBroom, Rendon.   
 Pass: None.    
 
Representative Melton moved to adopt the following amendment to SB 20: 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 9, after "PROGRAM." By striking out the balance of the subsection 
and inserting "IF THERE ARE FEDERAL OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION ERGONOMICS GUIDELINES, THE GUIDANCE OR OTHER 
ASSISTANCE SHALL NOT ADVOCATE WORKPLACE ERGONOMIC PROGRAMS 
THAT ARE MORE STRINGENT THAN INDICATED IN THOSE GUIDELINES."  
 
The motion prevailed 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Crawford, Yonker, Opsommer, Daley, McMillin, Stamas, Shirkey, Franz, 
McBroom, Rendon, Melton, Haugh, Slavens, Byrum, Womack. 
 Nays: None.   
 Pass: None.    
 
Representative Stamas moved to report SB 20 with recommendation, as amended, as substitute (H-
1). The motion prevailed 12-3-0. 
 
 



FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Crawford, Yonker, Opsommer, Daley, McMillin, Stamas, Shirkey, Franz, 
McBroom, Rendon, Melton, Haugh. 
 Nays: Reps. Slavens, Byrum, Womack. 
 Pass: None.    
 
Dan Wyant, Director of the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, presented an overview 
of his department. Questions and discussion by the Members followed the presentation. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4113 before the committee:  
 
HB 4113 Jenkins Occupations; real estate; requirement to display real estate broker's 

license and license of each salesperson employed in place of 
business; eliminate. 

 
Representative Opsommer moved to adopt substitute (H-1) for HB 4113. The motion prevailed 12-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Crawford, Yonker, Opsommer, Daley, Shirkey, Franz, McBroom, Rendon, 
Melton, Haugh, Slavens, Byrum. 
 Nays: None.   
 Pass: Rep. Womack.    
 
Representative Jenkins testified in support of her bill. 
 
Brad Ward, representing the Michigan Association of Realtors, testified in support of the bill. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:46 a.m. 
 
Representative Hugh Crawford, Chair_______________________________________ 
 
Patricia Tremblay-Pluta, Committee Clerk 
House Regulatory Reform Committee 
ptremblay@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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