
 
 
 
 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATURAL RESOURCES, TOURISM, AND OUTDOOR 

RECREATION 
 
307 House Office Building                    Tuesday 9:00 A.M.                 October 18, 2011 
 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
Representative Foster requested attendance be called to establish a quorum of the appointed 
committee members: 
 

Present:  Representatives Foster, Huuki, Wayne Schmidt, Damrow, Hughes, Johnson, 
Pettalia, Haugh, Bledsoe and Slavens. 

 Absent/Excused:  Representative Stapleton. 
 
Representative Pettalia moved to approve the minutes of October 11, 2011 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Haugh moved to excuse the absent member from the meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5049 before the committee. 
 
HB 5049 McMillin Vehicles; registration; language in application for recreation passport; 

modify. 
 
Representative McMillin explained his bill to the committee members. Questions and discussion  
followed. 
 
The following testified on HB 5049 
 
Chris Hackbarth and James Fackler, representing the Secretary of State (no position) 
Charles Nelson, representing himself (oppose) 
Gary Owen and Ron Olson, representing the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (no position 
shown) 
 
 
 
The Chair laid HB 4845, HB 4846, HB 4847 and HB 4848 before the committee. 
 



HB 4845 Foster Watercraft; safety; boating safety certificate and watercraft 
endorsement; define, and allow operation of motorboat by person less 
than 12 years of age under certain circumstances. 

 
HB 4846 Wayne Schmidt Watercraft; violations; vessel operated without required marine safety 

equipment; allow peace officer to issue citation to owner or operator, 
require observer when vessel is towing a person, and revise definition 
of passenger. 

 
HB 4847 Haugh Watercraft; other; identification and lighting requirements for barges; 

enact and provide penalties and remedies. 
 
HB 4848 LaFontaine Watercraft; violations; fleeing and eluding police or conservation 

officer while operating a vessel; prohibit. 
 
Eric Ventimiglia, from Representative LaFontaine's office, explained HB 4845-HB 4848 to the 
committee members. 
 
The following testified on HB 4845, HB 4846, HB 4847 and HB 4848: 
 
William Krul, Brian Barlog and Mike Dykhouse, representing the Deputy Sheriff's Association 
of Michigan (support) 
Gary Owen, representing the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (support) 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 10:05 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Representative Frank Foster, Chair                           David C. Mead 

Committee Clerk 
October 18, 2011 

________________________________    65 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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