
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, October 20, 2011               10:00 a.m.                    Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, 
Somerville, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
Members absent/excused: Rep. Scott. 
 
Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the October 13, 2011, meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4647 before the committee: 
 
HB 4647 Heise Civil procedure; evidence; expert witness testimony; allow to be 

presented by video communication equipment. 
 
Representative Heise testified in support of his amendments. 
 
Representative Heise offered the following amendments: 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 4, after "PARTIES" by striking out "OR FOR GOOD 
CAUSE". 
 2. Amend page 1, line 5, after "TESTIFY" by inserting "AT TRIAL". 
 3. Amend page 2, line 5, after the second "THE" by striking out "HEARING OR". 
 4. Amend page 2, line 8, after "DIRECTS." by striking the balance of the 
subsection. 
  
Representative Heise moved to adopt his amendments. The motion prevailed 10-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Pettalia, Somerville, Constan, Oakes, 
Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
    
Representative Heise offered the following amendment: 
 
 1. Amend page 2, following line 11, by inserting:  
 "Enacting section 1. This amendatory act takes effect January 1, 2012 and applies only to 
actions filed on or after January 1, 2012.". 
 



 
 
 

Representative Heise moved to adopt his amendment. The motion prevailed 12-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Michael Pendy, representing the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan, submitted a 
card in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out HB 4647 with recommendation, as amended, as 
substitute (H-1). The motion prevailed 12-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4601 before the committee: 
 
HB 4601 Haveman Torts; product liability; liability of successor corporation for 

asbestos claims; enact limits. 
 
Representative Havemen and William Gallagher, representing Crown Cork and Seal Company, 
testified in support of the bill. 
 
Stanley King, representing the Workers of the State of Michigan, testified in opposition to the 
bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Brian Bruwnick, representing the Michigan Building Trade, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
Tom Smith, representing the Micheal B. Serling PC & Clients, testified in opposition to the bill. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Todd Tennis, representing the Utility Workers Union of America, testified in opposition to the 
bill. 
 
Mr. Gallagher, representing Crown Cork and Seal Company, came forward again to answer 
further questions. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5071, HB 5072, HB 5073, HB 5074, HB 5075, HB 5093, HB 5094, HB 5095, 
HB 5101, HB 5102, HB 5103, HB 5104, HB 5105, HB 5106, HB 5107, HB 5108, and SB 416 
before the committee: 
 



 
 
 

HB 5071 Walsh Courts; judges; certain district court judgeships; reduce in number. 
 
HB 5072 Heise Courts; judges; certain district court judgeships; reduce in number. 
 
HB 5073 Cotter Courts; judges; certain district court judgeships; reduce in number. 
 
HB 5074 Somerville Courts; judges; certain district court judgeships; reduce in number. 
  
HB 5075 Pettalia Courts; judges; certain circuit court and district court judgeships; 

reduce in number. 
 
HB 5093 Segal Courts; judges; certain probate court and district court judgeships; 

reduce in number. 
 
HB 5094 Oakes Courts; judges; certain district court judgeships; reduce in number. 
 
HB 5095 Roy Schmidt Courts; judges; certain circuit court and district court judgeships; 

reduce in number. 
 
HB 5101 Walsh Courts; judges; certain trial court judgeships; reduce in number. 
 
HB 5102 Heise Courts; judges; circuit court judgeships; reduce in number, and 

reorganize certain circuits. 
 
HB 5103 Rutledge Courts; judges; district court judgeships; reduce, and reorganize 

certain district court districts. 
 
HB 5104 Somerville Courts; judges; certain circuit court and district court judgeships; 

reduce in number. 
 
HB 5105 Cotter Courts; judges; certain circuit court and district court judgeships; 

reduce in number. 
 
HB 5106 Cavanagh Courts; judges; certain circuit court and district court judgeships; 

reduce in number. 
 
HB 5107 Pettalia Courts; judges; certain circuit court and district court judgeships; 

reduce in number. 
 
HB 5108 Irwin Courts; judges; probate court judgeships; reduce in number. 
 
SB 416 Caswell Courts; judges; circuit court and district court judges; reduce in 

number. 
 
Michigan Supreme Court Chief Justice Robert P. Young Jr., Michigan State Court 
Administrator, Chad C. Schmucker, and retired Judge James Fisher, representing the Judicial 



 
 
 

Needs Assessment Committee, testified in support of the bills. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Mike Gadola, representing the Governor's Legal Counsel, submitted a card in support of the 
bills, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Gilbert moved to excuse Representative Scott. There being no objection, the 
motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:39 
a.m. 
 
Representative John Walsh, Chair_______________________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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