
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

HEALTH POLICY 
 
 
Thursday, June 16, 2011    9:00 a.m.  Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Health Policy was called to order by Representative Gail 
Haines, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Haines, Callton, Opsommer, Kurtz, Wayne Schmidt, 
Scott, Shirkey, Hooker, Muxlow, Yonker, Liss, Stallworth, Darany, Segal, Womack and Hovey-
Wright. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Huuki. 
 
Chair Haines opened the floor for a presentation from: 
 

Dr. Valerie Parisi 
Dr. Ramona Benkert 

Dr. Mert Aksu 
Dr. Tom Roe 

Michigan Area Health Education Center (AHEC) 
 

Dr. Valerie Parisi gave an overview of the Michigan Area Health Education Center (AHEC), 
stating its goal is to increase the healthcare workforce in Michigan and increase access to 
primary care health professionals for the residents of Michigan. 
 
Dr. Ramona Benkert gave comments that focused on the tracking of students in healthcare 
programs and if those programs resulted in healthcare professional jobs, especially in the 
underserved populations. 
 
Drs. Aksu and Dr. Roe gave additional comments. 
 
Chair Haines laid SB 333 before the committee: 
 
SB 333 Proos Health; pharmaceuticals; sale of pseudoephedrine; prohibit under 

certain circumstances and require retailer to enter sale information 
into a statewide tracking system. 
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TESTIMONY 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Christine Shearer, representing the Michigan Association of Health Plans, supports the bill. 
John Buczek, representing the Fraternal Order of Police, supports the bill. 
Joel Kurzman, representing the National Association of Chain Drug Stores, supports the bill. 
Dennis Majeskie, representing Johnson & Johnson, supports the bill. 
John Valenti, representing Sanofi Aventis, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Liss moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to SB 333. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Haines, Callton, Opsommer, Kurtz, Scott, Shirkey, Hooker, 
Muxlow, Yonker, Liss, Stallworth, Darany, Segal, Womack and Hovey-Wright,  

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Callton moved to report SB 333 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Haines, Callton, Kurtz, Scott, Shirkey, Hooker, Muxlow, Yonker, 
Liss, Stallworth, Darany, Segal, Womack and Hovey-Wright,  

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representative Opsommer. 
 

Chair Haines laid SB 350 before the committee: 
 
SB 350 Nofs Crimes; controlled substances; false identification used to purchase 

ephedrine and pseudoephedrine; prohibit, and provide penalties. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
The following person submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Christine Shearer, representing the Michigan Association of Health Plans, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Liss moved to report SB 350 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
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 Yeas:  Representatives Haines, Callton, Opsommer, Kurtz, Scott, Shirkey, Hooker, 
Muxlow, Yonker, Liss, Stallworth, Darany, Segal, Womack and Hovey-Wright,  

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Chair Haines laid HB 4749 before the committee: 
 
HB 4749 Price Health; pharmaceuticals; sale or possession of ephedrine and 

pseudoephedrine; prohibit under certain circumstances and require 
retailer to enter sale information into a statewide tracking system. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Christine Shearer, representing the Michigan Association of Health Plans, supports the bill. 
Joel Kurzman, representing the National Association of Chain Drug Stores, supports the bill. 
John Buczek, representing the Fraternal Order of Police, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Callton moved to report HB 4749 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Haines, Callton, Opsommer, Kurtz, Scott, Shirkey, Hooker, 
Muxlow, Yonker, Liss, Stallworth, Darany, Segal, Womack and Hovey-Wright,  

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Chair Haines laid HB 4750 before the committee: 
 
HB 4750 Price Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for crime of possessing excessive amount of ephedrine and 
pseudoephedrine; revise to reflect section renumbering. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
The following person submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
John Buczek, representing the Fraternal Order of Police, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Shirkey moved to report HB 4750 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
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 Yeas:  Representatives Haines, Callton, Opsommer, Kurtz, Scott, Shirkey, Hooker, 
Muxlow, Yonker, Liss, Stallworth, Darany, Segal, Womack and Hovey-Wright,  

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Chair Haines laid HB 4603 before the committee: 
 
HB 4603 O'Brien Occupations; physical therapists; practice of physical therapy; 

allow without a prescription from another licensed health 
professional. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative O'Brien, sponsor of HB 4603, explained her bill to the committee. 
 
Representative Price, representing the 89th District, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Kathleen "Jake" Jakuciak Kovacek, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, 
testified and submitted written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Michael Shoemaker, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, testified in 
support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Kris Kraft, representing Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, opposes the bill. 
Patricia Kolowich, representing the Michigan Orthopaedic Society and the Michigan State 
Medical Society, opposes the bill. 
Sarah Roberts, representing the Economic Alliance for Michigan, opposes the bill. 
Jeff Monroe, representing the Michigan Athletic Trainers Society, opposes the bill. 
Dyck Van Koevering, representing the Insurance Institute of Michigan, opposes the bill. 
Joe Neller, representing the Michigan Academy of Family Physicians, opposes the bill. 
Carl Alden, representing the Michigan Association of Chiropractors, opposes the bill. 
Deborah Ann McKenzie, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, supports the 
bill. 
Ann Rennells, PT, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, supports the bill. 
Adam Beadenkopf, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, supports the bill. 
Craig Miller, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, supports the bill. 
Eleanor Casteel, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, supports the bill. 
Diane Tremblay, PT, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, supports the bill. 
Randy Nelson, PT, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, supports the bill. 
Deborah Ann McKenzie, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, supports the 
bill. 
Gina Otterbein,  representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association and Northern Physical 
Therapy, supports the bill. 
Andrew Priestap, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, supports the bill. 
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Rachel Hilla-Mason, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, supports the bill. 
Laythen Young, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, supports the bill. 
Jill Sullivan, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, supports the bill. 
Christine Shearer, representing the Michigan Association of Health Plans, opposes the bill. 
Kevin McKinney, representing the Michigan Osteopathic Association, opposes the bill. 
Andrew Schepers, representing the Michigan State Medical Society (MSMS), opposes the bill. 
Joanne Juberg supports the bill. 
Markus Munger supports the bill. 
Brian Gregg supports the bill. 
Adam Kliebert supports the bill. 
Christina Eyers did not indicate a position on the bill. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 10:25 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Gail Haines, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Health Policy 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
1 Hour and  25 Minutes 
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