
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Tuesday, February 22, 2011         10:30 a.m.  Room 502 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Wayne 
Schmidt, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, 
Lund, Shirkey, Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, 
Barnett, Clemente and Melton. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Olumba. 
 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid HB 4248 before the committee: 
 
HB 4248 Huuki Economic development; downtown development authorities; 

refinancing of certain qualified refunding obligations; allow. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Huuki, sponsor of HB 4248, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Bill Danhof, representing Miller Canfield, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Scott MacInnes, Houghton City Manager, representing the City of Houghton, testified via video 
conferencing in support of the bill. 
 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt placed the committee at ease @ 10:43 a.m. 
The committee reconvened @ 10:50 a.m. in room 519 of the House Office Building. 
 
Bill McMaster, representing the Taxpayers United Michigan Foundation, testified in opposition 
to the bill. 
 
Representative Tyler moved to report HB 4248 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 16-1-1. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Shirkey, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Barnett, Clemente and 
Melton. 

Nays:  Representative Lund, 
Pass:   Representative Somerville. 
 

Chairman Wayne Schmidt opened the floor for a presentation by: 
 

Kevin Elsenheimer 
of the Workers' Compensation Agency 

 
Mr. Elsenheimer gave an overview of the Workers' Compensation Agency and submitted a 
handout to the committee.  Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Switalski moved to excuse Representative Olumba from the committee.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 11:26 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Wayne Schmidt, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
56 Minutes 
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