
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
 

Wednesday, February 16, 2011 9:00 a.m. Room 307 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Daley, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Tyler, Glardon, Johnson, 
LaFontaine, McBroom, Outman, Rendon, Santana, Brunner, Oakes, Talabi, Hovey-
Wright, Segal.   
 
Representative Denby made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of February 15, 2011.  
No objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
Ray VanDriessche, representing the Michigan Sugar Company, spoke to the Committee 
regarding Michigan sugar factories and reviewed the following:  sugar and sugar produced daily; 
Michigan Sugar Company acres by county (2011); markets, including sugar, molasses, pulp, 
raffinate and betaine; the economic impact of sugar in Michigan; and cooperative transition.   
 
Chair Daley laid the following bills before the Committee: 
 
HB 4212 Daley Environmental protection; groundwater contamination; Michigan 

agriculture environmental assurance program (MAEAP); codify. 
 
HB 4213 Outman Environmental protection; groundwater contamination; incentives 

for verification under the Michigan agriculture environmental 
assurance program (MAEAP); provide for. 

 
Cards indicating support for HB 4212 and HB 4213 were submitted by: 
 David Nyberg, representing the Michigan United Conservation Clubs 
 Dean Letter, representing the Michigan Milk Producers Association 
 Gary Trimner, representing the Michigan Milk Producers Association 
 Wayne Wood, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 Alan Garner, representing Garner Farms 
 Douglas Darling, representing Darling Farms 
 Patrick McGuire, representing Royal Farms, Inc.  
 Paul A. Koeman, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 Larry Walton, representing Walton Farms 
 Charles Mulholland, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 Jennifer Lewis, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 Joe Ott, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 David Bahrman, representing the Barhman Potato Farm 
 Mike Mulders of Essexville, Michigan 
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 Brent Hotchkin, representing Hotchkin Farms, LLC 
 Carl Bednarski, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 Michael Frsilier, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 Joshua Wunsch, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 Tom Nugent, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 Douglas Kammann, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 Andrew Hagenow, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 Andy Kok, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 Ernie Birchmeier, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 John Brender, representing the Lapeer County Farm Bureau 
 Stephen Listwak, representing the Lapeer County Farm Bureau 
 Richard Ziehm, representing the Lapeer County Farm Bureau 
 Rob Howland, representing the Lapeer County Farm Bureau 
 Kim Kerr, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 Mark Geik, representing Geik Farm 
 Steve Myers, representing the Myers Dairy Farm 
 Matt Smego, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 George Quackenbush, representing the Michigan Cattlemen's Association 
 Lori Phalen, representing the Michigan Association of Conservation Districts 
 Dale Robson, representing Robson Farms 
 Paula Wedde, representing Wedde Farms 
 Carl Sparks, representing the Sparks Cederlee Farm 
 Ray VanDriessche, representing the Michigan Sugar Company 
 
Representative Santana made a motion to adopt HB 4212 (H-1). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Tyler, Glardon, Johnson, LaFontaine, 
McBroom, Outman, Rendon, Santana, Brunner, Oakes, Talabi, Hovey-Wright, Segal.  
(16/16) 
Nays:  None.  (0/16) 
Pass:  None. (0/16)  (16/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Denby made a motion to amend HB 4212 (H-1) as follows:  
 1. Amend page 11, following line 2, by inserting:  
 "(H) OPTIONS TO INCREASE ASSISTANCE TO ASSIST SMALL- AND MEDIUM-
SIZED FARMS IN ACHIEVING MAEAP STANDARDS." and relettering the remaining 
subdivision. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Tyler, Glardon, Johnson, LaFontaine, 
McBroom, Outman, Rendon, Santana, Brunner, Oakes, Talabi, Hovey-Wright, Segal.  
(16/16) 
Nays:  None.  (0/16) 
Pass:  None. (0/16)  (16/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Daley made a motion to amend HB 4212 (H-1) as follows:  
 1. Amend page 3, line 10, after "(1)" by inserting ""Envelope monitoring" means 
monitoring of groundwater in areas adjacent to properties where groundwater is contaminated to 
determine the concentration and spatial distribution of the contaminant in the aquifer. 
 (2)" and renumbering the remaining subsections. 
 2. Amend page 14, line 20, after "OF" by striking out "CONTINUOUS". 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Tyler, Glardon, Johnson, LaFontaine, 
McBroom, Outman, Rendon, Santana, Brunner, Oakes, Talabi, Hovey-Wright, Segal.  
(16/16) 
Nays:  None.  (0/16) 
Pass:  None. (0/16)  (16/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Santana made a motion to report HB 4212 (H-2) with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Tyler, Glardon, Johnson, LaFontaine, 
McBroom, Outman, Rendon, Santana, Brunner, Oakes, Talabi, Hovey-Wright, Segal.  
(16/16) 
Nays:  None.  (0/16) 
Pass:  None. (0/16)  (16/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Rendon made a motion to adopt HB 4213 (H-1).  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Tyler, Glardon, Johnson, LaFontaine, 
McBroom, Outman, Rendon, Santana, Brunner, Oakes, Talabi, Hovey-Wright, Segal.  
(16/16) 
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Nays:  None.  (0/16) 
Pass:  None. (0/16)  (16/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Outman made a motion to report HB 4213 (H-1) with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Tyler, Glardon, Johnson, LaFontaine, 
McBroom, Outman, Rendon, Santana, Brunner, Oakes, Talabi, Hovey-Wright, Segal.  
(16/16) 
Nays:  None.  (0/16) 
Pass:  None. (0/16)  (16/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Daley declared the meeting 
adjourned, the time being 9:29 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Representative Kevin Daley, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-8538 
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